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Abstract
In this presentation, we examine the different purposes and
audiences of reading assessment. With this as a base, we then
consider 1) effective combinations of formative and summative
assessment; 2) using assessment to help students become
metacognitive and independent; 3) assessing important non-
cognitive aspects of literacy and reading development, including
motivation and engagement, self-efficacy and attributions for
academic performance. The preceding aspects of assessment are
then framed by traditional approaches to assessment validity and
reliability, and implications for classroom, school and school district
assessment systems.
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About the speaker
Professor Afflerbach is Professor of Education at the
University of Maryland. Professor Afflerbach’s research
interests include reading assessment, reading
comprehension, individual differences in reading, and
the verbal reporting methodology.

Professor Afflerbach serves on the Reading Committee of the National Assessment
of Educational Progress (NAEP), and served on the NAEP Reading Framework
Committee. He is current Chair of the Literacy Assessment Task Force of the
International Literacy Association. He has also served on National Academy of
Education and National Academy of Science committees investigating reading
assessment, reading achievement level descriptors, and the relationship of NAEP
Reading Assessments to the Common Core State Standards (ELA). Professor
Afflerbach served on the Common Core State Standards Review and Feedback
Panels, and he was elected to the Reading Hall of Fame in 2009.

Professor Afflerbach is the author of Understanding and using reading assessment,
K-12, 3rd Edition (2018). He is the editor of the Handbook of Individual Differences
in Reading: Reader, Text, and Context (2016), and co-editor of the Handbook of
Reading Research, 4th Edition (2010) and 5th Edition (in press). He has published
in numerous theoretical and practical journals, including Reading Research
Quarterly, Cognition and Instruction, Elementary School Journal, Journal of
Adolescent and Adult Literacy, Language Arts, Theory into Practice, and The
Reading Teacher.

Professor Afflerbach has taught K-6 reading, middle school remedial reading, and
high school English (Grades 10-12).
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